
Humpridge Running Mission April 23rd Anzac Weekend 2022 ςBrendon Ojala, Jono Bell, Nolan Hill 

²ƘŀǘΚΦΦ ƴƻΗΦΦWƻƴƻΩǎ running pack had unzipped itself and his jacket and spare polypro were lying somewhere 

ōŀŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƳǇǊƛŘƎŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ !ŦǘŜǊ рƪƳΩǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ƴȊŀŎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ Řŀȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ 

Jono had learnt another important lesson: always zip both zips right over to one side/ end of your pack, 

otherwise they will pull open.  At 6:20am on the south coast of Fiordland, one can get cold fast! so cousin 

Brendon and I walked back to stay warm, while Jono ran to find his warm layers. 

The Tuatapere early morning dawned clear with light cold sou-wester breeze. The forecast indicated 

possible showers from mid-afternoon increasing around 6pm, so it was with a small sense of urgency that 

we set off in the dark towards the beaches, bird rich native forest and sub alpine rocky tors of the 

Humpridge range. 

For the last few years my cousin Brendon has had many ultra-races / events cancelled due to weather or 

Covid, so having supported him to complete the great walks via day trail running missions, I suggested we 

get in ahead of the Humpridge gaining Great Walk status and make this a replacement for Tarawera. Jono 

had been training to be his pacer and having a close friendship with Jono also, it was an easy choice to form 

a trio for this latest endeavor. 

  

 

    Sun rise over Te Waewae Bay looking South East toward Gemstone Beach, Riverton and Invercargill 



The 61km Humpridge track was completed in 2001 after much fundraising and fighting of red tape by the 

charitable trust setup to revitalize the local area after a downturn in farming and the closure of various 

logging ventures. The idea was to have a locally owned track that would bring employment and profit to the 

area. Over nine months and just under 4 million dollars the track was complete and started welcoming 

paying walkers shortly after. Today the Humpridge track winds its way through the most beautiful bird-rich 

forests, sub-alpine vegetation and extra-ordinary views. Common floura includes rimu, miro, totara, large 

podocarp and beach. Throughout the run we had the tuneful accompaniment of fantail, bellbird, tomtit and 

grey warbler. Oƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƪŀƪŀ ƻǊ ƪŜŀ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴΣ ǿŜ 

looked down across Te WŀŜǿŀŜ .ŀȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ IŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎŜŜƴΦ This was truly 

an incredible vista! 

 

!ƎŀƛƴΣ ǊŜǳƴƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƴƻΩǎ full running kit, we were spoiled with the most amazing sunrise as we ran along 

a beach section, warm sunrays fading out the stars, which had covered the heavens of the southern ocean 

just 5 minutes prior. For the next hour the three of us kept good time along the well-formed 10km section of 

track, which was ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƳǳŘŘȅ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ όƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ bƻƭŀƴΩǎ ŀǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿŜǘκƳǳŘŘȅ ŦŜŜǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ). This 

section would be the only portion we would have to repeat, but was easy travel with the odd swing bridge 

for further interest. 

Arriving at the Flat Creek junction where the inland/uphill section commences and the other end of the loop 

returns to via the south coast track, we had a quick stop and pulled out the poles. As we approached the 

beginning of the climb to Stag Point up a constant spur, the track continued in its flowy and well-formed 

ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ sections of wooden board walk over the course of the day, coming to realize 

the track builders must have known, how muddy it would otherwise get. όммΦрƪƳΩǎ ƻŦ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭύ 

Poles out and pushing up the spur we gained the higher section near point 765 that required hands on trees 

to negotiate bush clad rock outcrops. Stag Point revealed the first expansive views of both Te Waewae Bay 

to the south-east and Okaka lodge under the Hump to the south-west.  



 

Stag Point (point 765) reveals majestic views south-east over Te Waewae Bay 

Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛŘƭŜ the last point (914) and then turn off to the right. Now running along the ridge in 

sub alpine terrain leading us on and up to the top we could take in the views south over the southern ocean 

and north towards Clifden. At the top we enjoyed fantastic 360 degree views while fighting the cold gale 

ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƭƛŜǎ όǘƘŜ ǊƻŀǊƛƴƎ плΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΗύ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

the rock tors, tarns and tussock. As we fought the wind we were rewarded with standout views across to 

Lake Hauroƪƻ όb½Ωǎ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ƭŀƪŜ ŀǘ пснƳ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǎƪȅ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ςit also guards an island 

with the resting place of an ancient Maori woman of high rank- 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/123389278/the-hideaways-of-hauroko) 

Bush line and approach ridge ςOkaka 

hut down slope behind boardwalk in 

distance. 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/123389278/the-hideaways-of-hauroko


 

Lake Hauroko in distance, with fresh snow on Kaherekoau Mountains centre right 

This pre-lunch loop view really felt like we were looking over the edge of the bowel that is Fiordland, as all 

one could see was its raw ingredients that make this vast wilderness, row upon row of bush clad mountains, 

steep valleys, moody clagged-in lakes and wild ocean hemming it all in. This natural recipe was a fitting way 

to sample that section of our adventure and then to drop in at the private hut for a quick bite to eat. 

 

Looking south-east toward Rakiura 

 

                                          The famous Humpridge rock strewn tarns 



 

                                                        Looking towards distant Fiordland Mountains of the south-west corner of NZ 

 

I see a tuatara ςyou? 

  

                       Completing the top loop with a tail gale wind heading due south on icy boardwalks 


