Humpridge Running Mission April"28nzac Weekend 2028Brendon Ojala, Jono Bell, Nolan Hill

2 Kl 0 Kod yuningpddk/Bag @ngigped itself and his jacket and spare polypro were lying somewher
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Jono had learnt another important lessatways zip both zips rigbver to one side/ end of your pack,
otherwise they will pull operAt 6:20am on the south coast of Fiordland, one can get cold fast! so cousin
Brendon and | walked back to stay warm, while Jono ran to find his warm layers.

The Tuatapere early morningwiaed clear with light cold sewnester breeze. The forecast indicated
possible showers from mafternoon increasing around 6pm, so it was with a small sense of urgency that
we set off in the dark towards the beaches, bird rich native forest and sub @pky¢ors of the

Humpridge range

For the last few years my cousin Brendon has had mitmayraces/ events cancelled due to weather or

Covid, so having supported him to complete the great walks via day trail running missions, | suggested we
get in ahead of the Humpridge gaining Great Walk status and make this a replacement for Tarawera. Jonc
had beertraining to be his pacer and Viag a close friendship with Joalsq it was an easy choice to form

a trio for this latesendeavor

Sun rise over Te Waewae Bay looking South East toward Gemstone Beach, Riverton and Invercargi



The61lkmHumpridye track was completed in 2001 after much fundraising andrgybf red tape by the
charitabé trust setup to revitalizthe local areafter a downturn in farming and the closure of various
logging venturesThe idea was to have a locally owned traek would bring employment and profit to the
area. Over nine months and just under 4 million dollars the track was complete and started welcoming
paying walkers shortly after. Today the Humpridge track winds its way through the most beauifci bird
forests, subkalpine vegetation and exti@ardinary views. Common floura includesu, mro, totara, large
podocarp and beacirhroughout the rumve had the tuneful accompaniment of fantail|lbed, tomtit and

grey warbler. @ G KA &
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an incredible vista!
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ENVIRONMENTAL CARE CODE
HUMP RIDGE TRACK proudly supports

\ , «Protect plants and animals

C?,/ «Remove rubbish

«Use toilets where provided

«Keep waterways clean

«Keep to the track

@/ «Consider others
leave no trace  *Respect our cultural heritage
«Enjoy your visit
l--.“"
. Toihu te whenua
& (Leave the land undisturbed)

OKAKA LOOGE TO PORT CRAX LODGE
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PORT CRAIG LODGE TO RARAKAU

I 3 Ay I NB dzy fulfirBnRingkil Wekvergpdiliwikiithe most amazing sunrise as we ran along

a beach section, warm sunrays fading out the stars, which had covered the heavens of the southern ocea
just 5minutes priorFor the nexhour the three of ukept good time along the weftbrmed 10km section of
0Sa
section would be the opportion we would have to repeat, but was easy travel with the odd swing bridge
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for further interest.
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Arriving at theFlat Creelunctionwhere the inland/uphill section commences and the other end of the loop
returns to via the south coastick, we had guick stop and pulled out the pole&s we approached the
beginning of the climb to Stag Point up a constant spur, the track continued in its flowy afiodnesl
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4 S RA Rsgctioinsof Srab8eyf boxrd walk ovérhs course of the daynio to realize
the track builders must have known, how muddy it would otherwisebgetm ®@p 1 Y Qa
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Poles out and pushing up the spur we gained the higher sewtmmpoint 765hat required hands on trees
to negotiatebush clad rockutcrops Stag Point revealed the firskpansive views of both Te Wease Bay
to the uth-east and Okaka Ig@& under the Hump to theosith-west.



Stag Point (pat 765) reveals majestic viewsush-east over Te Waewae Bay

Li RARYQUG (thela8 poin914 and gretuénofRtd tBe right. Mw running along the ridge in
sub alpine terraiteading un andup to the topwe could take in the views south over the southern ocean
and north towards ClifderAt the topwe enjoyed fantastic 360 dezg views while fighting theoldgale
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the rock tos, tarns and tussock. As we fougfie wind we were rewarded with standoviews across to

Lake Haurp 2 0 b %¥%Q& RSSLISad 1 1S & ncHYXitaRé&ghdrds anyfsRndS vy i
with the resting place of aancient Maoriwoman of high rank
https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/123389278/thideawaysof-haurokqg

Bush line and approach ridg@®kaka
hut down slope behind boardwalk in
~ distance.



https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/123389278/the-hideaways-of-hauroko

Lake Hauroko inistance, with fresh snow on Kaherekoau Mountains centre right

Thispre-lunch loop view really felt like we were looking over the edge of the bowel that is Fiordland, as all
one could see wassitraw ingredients that make this vast wildernes®, upon row of bush clad mountains,
steep valleys, moody claggedlakes and wild ocean hemmiit all in. This natural recipe was a fitting way

to samplethat section of our adventure and then to drop in at the private hut for a quick bite .to eat

The fmous Humpridgeackstrewn tarns




Looking toward distant Fiordland Buntains of the southvest orner of NZ

| see a tuatargyou?

Completingthe top loopwith a tailgalewind headingdue uth on icy boardwalks



